
From Zero to Sixty…
… in seconds: Garrett Park’s political life has 

gone from the hiatus of August to the hyperac-
tivity of September real fast, with a big crowd 
of townspeople and politicians turning out at 
this month’s Town Council meeting. Although 
it seemed impossible things could be any more 
exciting, a Redskins game was also underway. 

The meeting began with great self-congratu-
lation for the town having won the largest of the 
state’s Safe Roads grants, designed to make towns 
like ours safer for children walking to school, 
etc. One Annapolis representative after another 
rose to toast us: Al Carr, Jenny Forehand, Ana Sol 
Gutierrez, Jeffrey Waldstreicher—all made a fuss. 

Kathy Hedge, among town residents, did 
most of the citizen work on this wildly successful 
application, and we are very grateful to her.

Plenty of residents’ presentations were also 
made to the Council during this meeting. Char-
lie Snyder, for the Archives, requested a $10,000 
(“That’s only one percent of the town’s budget”) 
increase in budget for this important record and 
chronicle of our “unique and much-envied town.” 
Marian Green seconded his remarks, adding 
that we have “an army of volunteers,” but we 
also need “paid staff on a regular basis.” Bar-
bara Shidler rose to say that the work of our paid 
archivist has been “incredible,” and Elizabeth 
Henley supported a budget increase to allow the 
archivist to work more hours. 

Jim Agenbroad now asked the Council to 
send a letter to the swimming pool association 
about what he called its “noisy parties.” He would 
like a town representative to attend the Board 
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Calendar


Fri., Sept. 20 Pick up your Bugle at Penn Place

Mon., Sept. 23 Safe Routes to School grant 
hearing, Town Hall, 7:30 pm (see 
Mayor’s Letter, p 7) 

Wed., Sept. 25 No Citizens Assoc. meeting

Fri., Sept. 27 Gentle Yoga with Liz Chabra, 
Town Hall, 11 am

Sat., Sept. 28 Large item pickup

Sun., Sept. 29 Citizens Assoc. Newcomers 
Welcome, Town Hall, 2–3 pm (all 
residents are invited)

Mon., Sept. 30 Town Council work session on 
Archives budget request, Town 
Hall, 7:30 pm (see Mayor’s Letter, 
p 7)

Thurs., Oct. 3 GP Jams (previously Casual 
Music Jam), Town Hall, 8 pm

Sat., Oct. 5 Porches and Patios around town, 
6 pm (see p 6)

Tues., Oct. 8 Lunch Bunch, Town Hall, 12:30 
pm (see p 2)

Mon., Oct. 14 Town Council Meeting, Town 
Hall, 7:30 pm

Tues., Oct. 15 Bugle deadline, 3 pm; weekly 
leaf removal begins

Thurs., Oct. 17 GP Jams, Town Hall, 8 pm

Fri., Oct. 18 GP Film Society, The Tunnel, 
Town Hall; dinner 7 pm, film 8 
pm (see p 3)

Sat., Oct. 19 Attic in the Street sale, 
Kenilworth Ave. south side, 9 
am–1 pm (see p 2); rain date Oct. 
29

Sun., Oct. 20 Annual tree walk with town 
arborist Phil Normandy, begin-
ning at Penn Place, 1 pm (p 4) 

Wed., Oct. 23 No Citizens Assoc. meeting

Fri., Oct. 25 Pick up your Bugle at Penn Place 
in the afternoon

Sat., Oct. 26 Pumpkin carving and Spooky 
Woods (see p 5)

Thurs., Oct. 31 No GP Jams; Trick or Treat night

e-Bugle
Garrett Bugle Internet Edition



of Appeals hearing on his objection to the pool’s 
request to modify its hours of operation. The 
pool’s “lease has terms, and if they’re not honored 
it’s a sad commentary on something.”

Jean Horan, for the pool board, then took the 
mike to take issue, in general terms, with the 
complaint; she also urged residents to check the 
pool’s Web site for more information as it posts 
public filings, etc.

Barbara Jackson next argued to the Council 
that “our deer herd is out of control.” She asked if 
the town could consider an ordinance that would 
make it illegal to feed deer. Councilmember Phil 
Schulp said that he would be happy to work with 
Barbara on language to present to the Council on 
the matter. 

The Mayor now offered more information 
on that big grant we got. He and Town Man-
ager Gene Swearingen will soon go to a Grant 
Awardee meeting where they will receive advice 
on how to proceed with the grant. “We will work 
with all residents who might be affected,” said 
the Mayor. “Sidewalks will only be built on town 
property.” On September 23, at 7:30, there will be 
a working session during which “we will discuss 
the nature of the grant” (see Mayor’s Letter, p 7).

In Councilmember Reports, Hans Wegner 
updated us on the status of road work in town. 
Our request for bids to improve various roads 
and sidewalks has gone out. We hope to choose 
contractors quickly enough to be able to get work 
started by the fall.

The Town Manager’s report began with Gene’s 
expression of gratitude to the town for having 
welcomed him warmly. He and the Mayor then 
got down to the nitty-gritty of the numbers on 
our town budget. The budget’s in good shape, 
but we don’t have quite as much as we thought 
we did because “some changes that were made 
should have been 2012 and not 2013 changes.” 
After additional chatter among Councilmembers 
about budget numbers, the Mayor declared the 
meeting adjourned.

Margaret Soltan

Attic in the Street October 19
The Garrett Park Women’s Club is pleased to 

announce the annual Attic in the Street town-
wide street sale on Saturday, October 19, from 9 
am to 1 pm (rain date will be October 20). Attic 
in the Street is like a giant yard sale in one loca-
tion: participants will have allotted spaces along 
Kenilworth Avenue, between Strathmore Avenue 
and Oxford Street. The street will be closed to 
traffic. It’s a great place to find a good buy, social-
ize with neighbors, and enjoy refreshments on 
sale by the Garrett Park Nursery School and our 
local Scouts troop.

The cost is $20 for one space or $35 for two 
spaces. Setup time is from 7 am to 8:30 am, and 
all unsold materials must be cleared by 2 pm.

The deadline to register for a space is Octo-
ber 12 (postmark date). To register, please send 
your name, address, telephone, e-mail address, 
number of spaces requested, and check (made 
payable to the Garrett Park Women’s Club) to 
Garrett Park Women’s Club, P.O. Box 494, Gar-
rett Park, MD 20896. Once you register, you will 
receive an e-mail confirmation and other details 
about the event.

For more information, or if you are interested 
in volunteering to help with this event, please 
contact Kathy Hedge. 

Lunch Bunch Returns!
Lunch Bunch had a well-attended first event 

of the season, with many more men in attendance 
than usual. For the next event, those who work 
at home and would like a break might consider 
coming to the Town Hall on October 8 at 12:30 
pm. A new small group has been formed that 
will stay a while after lunch to chat about current 
events, books, films, or magazine articles (while 
there still are such things). If you don’t get out to 
a book club, this might suit you. 

Marian Green
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Town Manager Notes
Leaf removal. Autumn is fast upon us, and the 

leaves will start to fall soon. As before, Bethke 
Landscaping will be removing leaves for the 
town, starting the week of October 15 and con-
tinuing until the end of the year. Each street will 
be cleared once every week, as early in the week 
as possible (rain will delay collections). Leaves 
should be placed in rows along the curb. Please 
remove sticks, trash, and other debris that could 
damage the machinery. Shredded leaves or grass 
clippings should be bagged and put out for the 
regular yard waste collection (or used for mulch).

Please warn your children not to play in the 
leaves piled along the street for removal. There 
is considerable risk of being hit by a car, even on 
Garrett Park’s quiet streets. If you are driving 
near a pile of leaves, treat it as you would a ball 
rolling into the street. Assume a child is nearby 
and likely to run into the street.

Greetings. This week marks the beginning of 
my third month here in Garrett Park. It has been 
a busy time of getting to know people, especially 
the many volunteers who provide service to the 
town, and beginning to understand how the town 
operates. The Mayor and Councilmembers have 

been helpful and supportive during this start-up 
period; I very much appreciate that support.

Several things quickly became clear to this 
first-time observer:

• The obvious “pride of ownership” that resi-
dents have in the beauty of the town. All of 
the residents I have met are diligent in main-
taining that beauty. One only needs to travel 
the streets of the town to see that pride dem-
onstrated.

• The support and welcoming nature of the resi-
dents. Everyone has a friendly greeting and a 
willingness to assist with any question. 

• The dedication of the staff, all of whom work 
hard to assist residents, to keep the town 
beautiful, and to keep me informed about how 
things work in the town.

I hope to eventually meet all of the residents. 
If anyone has an issue or question or just wants to 
talk, please call 301-933-7488, or just come by the 
Town Office. I look forward to meeting you and 
working with you over the coming years. 

Gene Swearingen, Town Manager

On October 18, the GP Film Society will 
show the 2001 German film, The Tunnel, which is 
loosely based on events that occurred when the 
East Germans closed the border and erected the 
Berlin Wall in 1961. When two dissident East Ger-
mans manage to escape, they leave behind their 
loved ones. Getting their families and friends 
to West Berlin becomes the obsession of the two 
escapees, who determine that a tunnel is the best 
option. The Tunnel is filled with suspense. Will 
they elude the Stasi, overcome betrayal, and be 
reunited with loved ones, or will it end in disas-
ter? One thing is certain: the film will keep you 
on the edge of your seat.

Dinner, which is served at 7 pm, will feature 
German cooking and will cost about $10. Drinks 

range from $1 to $5: $1 for water and soda, $3 for 
beer, and $5 for wine. Popcorn will also be avail-
able for $1 per bag.

The film is shown at 8 pm. Admission is free 
for GPFS members and is $5 per person or $10 
per family for nonmembers. It all happens at the 
Town Hall.

We hope to see you there!

Sponsoring a GPFS film. The GPFS Organizing 
Committee will be selecting films for the 2014 
series in the next few weeks. If you are inter-
ested in sponsoring a film, now is the time to let 
us know. Contact us at garrettparkfilmsociety@
gmail.com by October 1 for more details.

GP Film Society Presents The Tunnel
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Activities of Daily Living 
• Bathing • Dressing
• Lifting • Transferring
• Personal Care & Hygiene

What Makes ElderCaring Different? 
n 2 hour minimum for services – 

most companies require 4 hours as 
a minimum

n All caregivers are professionally 
trained nursing assistants 

n The owner of ElderCaring 
personally meets with you to 
discuss your needs 

n All caregivers are fl uent in English 
n Personal choice in selection of 

every caregiver 
n Licensed, Bonded, Insured 
n 24 Hours Service – 7 Days a Week

Services for Seniors 

Support Services
• Companionship
• Meal Preparation
• Medication Reminder
• Physical Therapy
• Light Housekeeping
• Transportation to Appointments 

Services now 

available in 

Northern Virginia

“The quality of care you would 

want for your parents.” 

MD • Call 301-949-0060
www.eldercaring2.com 

VA • Call 703-956-3564
www.eldercaringofnova.com

Would you like to receive a brochure in the mail, or set up an appointment?

ElderCare_3.625x3_AD.indd   1 8/30/09   9:48 PM
Process Black



Tree Walk
The Arboretum Committee would like to 

announce our Annual Fall Tree Walk, which 
will take place on Sunday, October 20, at 1 pm in 
front of Penn Place. As in years past, town arbor-
ist Phil Normandy will lead the group and point 
out recent streetside tree plantings and discuss 
some of their ornamental features. During the 
2012–2013 planting season, a record 50 trees have 
been successfully installed. Phil delights in dis-
pensing years of knowledge and always has new 
and exciting ideas about how to develop our arbo-
retum (defined as a diverse collection of unusual 
trees). For example, have you seen these?

• California incense cedar

• Golden tree lilac

• Henry’s maple

• ‘Wildfire’ blackgum 

• Bigleaf dogwood

• Pond cypress

These new additions are just a few of hun-
dreds of types of trees and shrubs planted within 
town limits.

Phil will also discuss our management philos-
ophy and practices that ensure safety and beauty 
while meeting the challenges of an aging tree 
canopy.

Green Again
We begin our new printing year with a Green 

donation in honor of the 50th wedding anniver-
sary of Glenda and Ken Ingham on September 7. 
Their girls suggested this as a way to honor the 
occasion. Congratulations to you both.

As of now, the greening fund is solvent until 
the start of February 2014. Anyone else like to 
join in the “greening” of the Bugle’s banner? If so, 
please make out a check to the Citizens Associa-
tion for $45 and mail it to me at Box 98. Many 
thanks.

Mary Moyer

Fall Harvest (aka Leaf Raking)
OK, it’s that time of year when leaves are 

coming down in bunches. Rather than raking 
them into bags or into the street, harvest them for 
compost, and you will have a rich organic addi-
tive for your lawn and garden next year. Compost 
not only adds nutrients to the soil, it improves soil 
structure and increases its water retention capac-
ity, a real plus in dry periods.

Whether you choose to create a “cool,” pas-
sive compost pile (the easier, but slower method) 
or try your hand at “hot” composting, your bin 
or pile should be about 3 feet by 3 feet by 3 feet 
and should consist of equal amounts by weight of 
carbon-rich material (leaves—shredded if possible 
to speed up the process) and nitrogen-rich matter 
(vegetative kitchen waste, or grass clippings that 
you’ve collected over the summer). By the way, 
the Town Office has free bins available, supplied 
by Montgomery County, so no need to go to the 
garden center or hardware store to get started.

If you are “hot” composting, remember you 
must add all the carbon and nitrogen matter at 
one time and turn the pile regularly (~3 times a 
week at minimum). You can add to a “cool” com-
post pile as the material becomes available. For 
example, you can fill a bin with leaves now and 
gradually add kitchen scraps through the winter 
as long as you bury them in the leaf pile. With 
either method, you still need to water the pile 
regularly. Ideally, the pile should have the feel of 
a “wet sponge” at all times. 

Another easy method of composting all those 
leaves is to “sheet” compost them. Just spread 8 or 
10 inches of shredded leaves (lawn mowers work 
for shredding) over an existing bed, sprinkle the 
leaves with nitrogen-rich fertilizer at a rate of one 
pound per 100 ft2 of shredded leaves, and then 
water it in. In the spring you will have a nice layer 
of compost to work into the bed, or you can just 
leave it as top dressing instead of buying mulch.

In any case, happy harvesting!

Suzanne Grefsheim

4

David Altar   (301) 602-2713
David.Altar1@gmail.com

Comp2Day 
Your computer ready, today or tomorrow

Fast, professional repairs & hardware upgrades. At home tu-
torials. Your computer likely as good as new, or better in most 
cases.
$35/hr next day, $45/hr same day. Free pick-up and return.
Virus removal; memory upgrades; restore speed; computer 
to smartphone assistance; printer help; custom computer 
builds for gaming or other needs. Can’t start your computer? 
Blue screen at startup? Computer slow? Programs, devices, 
or features don’t work? Need wireless capabilities? Call or 
email me and a solution will appear.

“Serving Garrett Park since 2010”



Juliana Day Franz, MD
Juliana Franz passed away peacefully on 

Friday, May 24, with her daughter, Terry, at her 
side. Juliana was a longtime Garrett Park resident 
who lived on Keswick Street; she was a psychia-
trist and a beloved friend to many Garrett Park 
residents.

A long time resident of the Washington, 
D.C., area, she was born on December 1, 1918, in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, to parents Dr. Hil-
bert Francis Day and Elizabeth Vernor Henry 
Richards (who was a Boston social worker). She 
attended the Shady Hill School, the Bucking-
ham School, Putney School, Bryn Mawr College 
(graduating in 1941), and Tufts University School 
of Medicine (class of 1948); she interned at Johns 
Hopkins from 1949 to 1950. During the war (1942 
to 1944) Juliana worked for the U.S. Geological 
Survey, Interior Department, in Washington, D.C. 
On July 14, 1963, she married Jacob G. Franz of 
Garrett Park (who died in November 1992).

From 1953 to 1970 Juliana worked at the 
National Institute of Mental Health in Bethesda, 
specializing in family interaction and therapy 
and schizophrenia. She worked with Dr. Lyman 
Wynne and her good friend Hania Kwiatkowski. 
A member of the American Psychiatric Associa-
tion, she was proud of her participation in the 
first edition of the Association’s Diagnostic and 
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (known as 
DSM1). From 1972 until her retirement in the mid-
eighties, she worked for the Montgomery County 
and the Washington County Health Departments. 

She is survived by her children, Donald Franz 
of Monrovia, Maryland, and Terry Dixon and 
husband Steve of Carlton, Washington; three 
grandchildren; one great-granddaughter; brother-
in-law Dr. Robert Forster of Haverford, Pennsyl-
vania; and numerous nieces and nephews.

Residing in Garrett Park from 1963, she was 
an active member of the community, always will-
ing to help. She was involved in starting an exer-
cise group and was a member of the Lunch Bunch 
and Cedar Lane Unitarian Church. She died at 
the Asbury Methodist Home in Gaithersburg of 
heart disease.

Juliana was energetic, fun, and generous, very 
generous. She will be missed.

Obituary
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Citizens Association News
Thank you for all of those who came together 

to make the 4th of July such a success!

September meeting. Help us welcome those who 
are new to our town at the Newcomers Welcome 
on Sunday, September 29, at 2 pm at the Town 
Hall.

Future meetings. We are starting the planning 
process for Spooky Woods and pumpkin carving, 
and are tentatively looking at October 26. If you’d 
like to get involved in Spooky Woods this year, 
please let us know! 

Do you have a suggestion or idea for a meet-
ing topic that you feel would be of interest to 
the town? If so, please forward your thoughts to 
Michael Lutkenhouse or send a note to Box 456. 

Annual dues. The Citizens Association 2013 
annual dues are being collected. The annual dues 
are $10 for individuals and $20 per family. Thank 
you to all of those who have already paid. For 

those who have not, please submit dues by mail-
ing them to the Citizens Association at Box 456.

Garrett Park Listserv. Our neighborhood is 
made up of people with a wide variety of back-
grounds, skills, perspectives, and experiences. 
Tap into these resources and stay informed with 
the Garrett Park neighborhood listserv. The 
listserv is an electronic forum for neighbors to 
communicate information about town concerns, 
safety issues, upcoming events, and recom-
mended services (for example, contractors, lawn 
care, doctors, and baby sitters). The listserv will 
not be used for unsolicited marketing, and you 
can unsubscribe at any time. To join, e-mail Todd 
Harris or sign in at groups.yahoo.com/group/Gar-
rettParkneighbors/join. 

Questions or comments for the Citizens Associa-
tion? If so, please send a note to P.O. Box 456 or 
e-mail Michael Lutkenhouse.



♪ Nan Gootenberg, daughter of Garrett Parker 
Florence Gootenberg, won two gold medals 
playing her favorite sport, Bocce, at the Mary-
land Special Olympic Games. As a result, Nan 
was chosen as a Bocce participant in the 2014 
National Specials Olympic Games to be held 
next summer in the Princeton, New Jersey, 
area. Way to go, Nan!

♪ Thomas Lincoln and Emily McGlaughlin were 
married on August 24 at the Strong Mansion 
on Sugarloaf Mountain. The wedding party 
included Thomas’s brother Owen and sister 
Emma, David Rehbehn, and Danielle Carlin. 
Mary Carlin officiated. The weather agreed 
with the happiness of the occasion. Thomas 
and Emily will be moving back to Garrett 
Park to bunk with mom and dad, Meme and 
Ed Lincoln, at the end of September. A honey-
moon will be on tap during the new year.

♪ If you go to Bethany Beach anytime soon, be 
sure to stop by the Nature Center and take 
a walk on the Baldwin Trail, named for our 
neighbor Cal Baldwin, in recognition of all 
his volunteer efforts. It leads from Route 26 

and goes almost to the Salt Pond. The Nature 
Center has a lot of child-oriented exhibits and 
is free.

 GPES
School has started in earnest. Just over 700 

students are currently enrolled, and all but two 
of the rooms in the new building are in use for 
classes. Assemblies this year will probably have 
to be run twice in order to fit all the students in 
the multi-purpose room. One new first-grade 
teacher has been added to the staff, as well as 
part-time music, art, and PE teachers.

If you are looking for part time work during 
the 2013–2014 school year, there is a need for sub-
stitute lunch/recess aides. Applicants must be at 
least 18 years old and will be paid at the rate of 
$13.88 per hour. If this might interest you, please 
call Mrs. Georgatsos, administrative secretary, at 
the school (301-929-2170). She can go through the 
paperwork details with you.

Mary Moyer
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Bugle Notes . . . Sweet and Sour

You may either provide a course—

____ Provide appetizer for 16 to 20

____ Provide dessert for 16 to 20

or be a host—
   (Women’s Club will provide wine)

___  Host appetizer on my porch or patio, 6–7 pm 
(for 20 to 25) 

___  Host appetizer on my porch or patio, 7:15– 
8:15 pm (for 20 to 25) 

___  Host dessert on my porch or patio, 8:30 pm 
to ending (for 20 to 25)

In event of bad weather, I would/would not be 
able to host in my parlor.  (please circle).

We always need help before this event.  
Interested? ____ Yes ____ No

Price: $7.50 per person to participate. Make 
checks payable to Garrett Park Women’s Club. 

Please return form to—

Garrett Park Women’s Club 
Box 494 
Garrett Park, MD 20896

Registration deadline: Friday, September 27

Questions? Contact Lillian Del Priore.

Garrett Park Porches & Patios Registration
On Saturday, October 5, starting at 6 pm, join 

your neighbors for the Third Annual “Porches 
and Patios” event: “heavy” hors d’oeuvres and 
desserts only. (Think how often you look at a 

menu and say, “I could happily make a meal of 
just the appetizers.”) Complete the registration 
form below today!

I/we would like to participate in the 2013 Porches & Patios on Saturday, October 5.

Name(s): Street address:

Phone: Contact e-mail:

Please order your preferences below from 1 to 5 (1 = top choice; 
5 = last choice). You will receive confirmation by October 1 at the 
latest. Please understand you may not receive your top choices.



As summer ends and the town starts to deal 
with issues that have awaited the return from 
vacations of both Councilmembers and citizens, 
the first Town Council meeting was the forum 
for three issues that will be considered for 
action in the coming weeks and months:

• Acceptance and implementation of the state 
award to the town of a $425,000 grant under 
the Safe Routes to School initiative.

• A request by the Archives Committee for 
a $10,000 increase in its budget to fund an 
increase in hours for the paid professional 
archivist and for other committee activities.

• A request by a citizen that the town oppose 
the Garrett Park Swimming Pool’s petition 
for allowing additional hours of operation at 
a hearing on the subject before the County 
Board of Appeals.

On the first subject, the town will hold a 
Safe Routes to School grant hearing on Septem-
ber 23 at 7:30 pm in the Town Hall. Knowing 
that the following is a repetition of material 
sent out on the Garrett Park mailing list, but 
mindful that many people do not receive that 
information or do not read their e-mails, I offer 
it here again:

On August 22 I sent out a notice on the 
Garrett Park mailing list detailing the process 
the town would go through before accepting 
the Safe Routes to School grant awarded to the 
town for sidewalk and curb construction and 
the continuing public involvement that would 
occur if we decided to proceed. I stated that no 
decisions have been made by the town, and that 
all actions would be subject to public input. The 
first of the hearings has just been scheduled.

Last December the Town Council autho-
rized the town to apply to the Maryland State 
Highway Administration for a Safe Routes to 
School grant to build sidewalks within some 
portions of the town to enhance safety for 
school children walking to and from school. 
The minutes of the action at that meeting read 
as follows:

“Safe Routes to School Grant Application— 
Councilmember Wegner updated the Council 
on the efforts being made to develop a grant 
proposal to the state to install and improve a 
number of sidewalks in Town. The state grant 
program is for Safe Routes to School, which is 
designed to encourage more students to walk 
or bike to school. The Town proposal would be 
to install a new sidewalk on the south side of 
Oxford from Montrose to Weymouth, to extend 
the sidewalk on Kenilworth from Waverly to 
Argyle, and to reconstruct the existing sidewalk 
on Montrose from Waverly to Clermont and on 
Clermont from Montrose to Strathmore. Mayor 
Benjamin noted that the Town had just learned 

that grants would be available, that the grant 
application was due by January 11, 2013, and that 
no local match was required. He and resident 
Kathy Hedge are currently working on the grant 
proposal. He also assured residents that no deci-
sions on construction of any sidewalk had been 
made, and if a grant were awarded the Town 
would go through a full and open hearing pro-
cess with residents before and during the design 
process. After discussion Councilmember Wegner 
MOVED That the Council authorize the Mayor 
to apply for a Safe Routes to School grant for the 
purpose of improving existing and/or install-
ing new sidewalks within the Town in order to 
make the walk to school safer and to encourage 
students to walk or bike to school. The motion 
was seconded by Councilmember Schulp and was 
PASSED unanimously.”

The original application, dated January 8, 2013, 
was for $561,286. On August 8 we received a letter 
notifying us that our proposal was accepted and 
that we have been awarded a grant of $425,920. 
Since that time we have been trying to clarify 
with SHA the significance of the difference in 
the amounts, the procedure to be followed going 
forward, and the terms under which we would 
accept the grant. It is clear that these issues will 
take some time to work out. We have posted on 
the Garrett Park town Web site (www.garrettpark-
md.gov) both the application and the approval 
letter.

We are very excited to have been afforded this 
opportunity to expand the town’s system of side-
walks using state and federal funding. Any time 
we change the status quo, there are benefits to be 
gained and legitimate concerns to be dealt with. 
As we proceed we want to assure all residents 
that, as we made clear in the December meeting, 
we will conduct a full and open hearing process 
and will welcome all input as we consider accep-
tance of the grant and as we move through the 
design process. No decisions or commitments 
have been made, nor will they be made without 
consideration of all views. Any construction we 
undertake will be carried out on town property, 
will be pursued cooperatively with the adjacent 
property owners, and will be designed to mini-
mize impact on the existing landscape, consistent 
with the requirements of the sidewalk construc-
tion.

We look forward to hearing from you about 
this opportunity for our community and to work-
ing with you as we continue to enhance the safety 
and attractiveness of our town. We will post 
information on the Web site and alert you by the 
GP mailing list as we learn more about the pro-
cess.

On the other two matters, the Town Council 
will hold a work session on September 30 at 7:30 
pm at the Town Hall to examine in more depth 

(continued next page)
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the request from the Archives Committee. This 
will be an opportunity for the Council to learn 
more about the nature and details of the request 
and to discuss information it may need in order 
to make an informed decision. The meeting is 
open to the public, and no actions will be taken 
by the Council. The Council is also consider-
ing whether to discuss at that work session the 
request for it to take a position on the Swimming 

Providing Input on Town Issues
Following the announcement of our hear-

ing on September 23, I have been contacted by 
residents who expressed their desire to comment 
at that meeting but would be unable to attend. I 
have also, unfortunately, heard from some resi-
dents who have indicated that because of the tone 
of some of the comments online so far and their 
past experiences, they fear retribution to them-
selves or their families if they express their views 
publicly. I find this extremely discouraging since 
this results in the diminution of the open and 
democratic process, which should be the founda-
tion for our governmental decisions in Garrett 
Park. I do hope that we can strive to maintain a 
respectful discourse on all issues in the town, 
expressing our views, acknowledging our dif-
ferences, and understanding that a difference of 
opinion does not reflect upon the character of one 
with whom we disagree.

In order to deal with these two issues, we are 
establishing a continuing mechanism for persons 
who cannot or do not wish to participate in public 
meetings to express their views to the Mayor 
and Town Council. You may put your thoughts 
and positions in writing and deliver them to the 
Town Office, mail them to the town at PO Box 84, 
Garrett Park, or e-mail them to mayorandtown-
council@comcast.net. All input received in hard 
copy will be distributed to the Mayor and all 
Councilmembers, and all e-mails received will be 
forwarded to the Mayor and all Councilmembers. 
If you do not wish your identity to be divulged, 
so state at the beginning of your comments and 
that information will be stripped from the com-
ments before they are distributed.

Peter Benjamin

Pool hours. If it decides to discuss that subject, it 
will be announced in advance.

All of these issues have been our welcoming 
gesture to our new Town Manager, Gene Swear-
ingen, as he learns about our town and its ways. 
Do stop in at the Town Office to say hello to Gene 
if you have a chance. He is friendly and a good 
person to know.

Peter Benjamin
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